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REPRESSION IN TURKEY

The Confederacion Intersindical expresses its deepest solidarity with the Turkish
trade union KESK, in the face of the systematic repression by the government of
Recep Tayyip Erdogan. This repression not only violates the fundamental rights of

24 de marzo, 2025. workers, but also undermines the foundations of democracy and social justice in
Turkey.

The recent arrest of the mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem imamoglu, of the social
democratic party and Erdogan's main rival for the Turkish presidency, has led to
thousands of people demonstrating in the streets demanding his release. These
demonstrations have been harshly repressed by the Turkish forces of repression.
As of today, more than 100 people have been arrested and it is not known when
they will be released.

We must remember that the Erdogan government's censorship of freedom of
expression and demonstration in the political, social and trade union spheres has
been denounced on many occasions.

For all these reasons, once again we want to highlight the value of Turkish trade
unions, which play a fundamental role in the defence of labour rights and the
promotion of democratic values. As an internationalist trade union we have
witnessed an alarming increase in the criminalisation of trade union activity in
Turkey. Trade union leaders and activists have been persecuted, imprisoned, and
face constant threats from a regime that seeks to silence any dissenting voices.
This situation cannot be ignored, as it compromises not only the welfare of the
Turkish working class, but also the very social stability of the country.

The Inter-Union Confederation strongly condemns these violations of human and
trade union rights and calls on the international community to speak out against
the repressive policy of the Turkish government.

In this context, we reaffirm that solidarity is our greatest strength. We stand with

Turkish trade unionism and with all those who stand up in defence of democracy
and popular sovereignty.
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